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Sir Beniamin RupyzkD, 
his SPEECH. 


Mr, Hips, | 

299 EE arc now upon a very great 

 /4bulineſle, ſa great indeed, as it re- 

quires our ſoundeſt , our ſaddeft 

£\ conſideration, our beſt judgment 

ew for the preſent, our utmoſt fore- 
fight for the future. | 


6, On... 


' But Sir, one thing doth exceedingly trou- 
ble me, it turnes me round about , 1t-makes 
my whole reaſon vertiginous , which is, that 
| ſo many. doe believe, againſt the wiſedome of 
all ages;that'now'there can be no reformation 
without deſtrufion, as if every ficke Body 
| muſt be preſently knockt-in the head , as paft 
hape of -cuire.' if {5 5 7'IX 


Religion was firſt & beſt planted in Cities, 
| God did ſpread his net, where moſt might be 
| $354 A 2 caught 
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(2) 
caught, Citics has Biſhops, and. Presbyters. 
were the Seminaties , out of which were: ſent 
labourersby the Biſhops, to propagate and 
cultivate the Goſpetl. The Clergie then li- 
ved wholly upon the free-will offerings and 
baunty of, the people. _ © EE» 


Afterwards, when Kings.and States, grew 
to be Chriſtians, the outwatd ſettlement 'of 
the Church grew up with'them. They erefted 
Biſhopricks, founded Cathedrall Churches. 
endowed them with large poſſeſſions : Land-- 
lords built Pariſh Churches , gleab'd them 
with ſome portion of land, for: which they. 
have ſtilt a right of preſentation, . 


I do confeſſe that ſome pf our Biſhops have 
had ambitious, dangerousaimes, andhave fo 
{111, that in their Government there. are very 
reat'enormities, butiam nat-of their op1-. 
nton;who, believe, that thete 1s an innare-ilt- 
quality in Epiſcopacy; like a.ſpecifical pro- 
orty,,which 152 retuve, nota reaſon... EEG O! 

_ - F-hope. there is not: oviginall fin in; E- 
piſcopacie ; and though: there were, yet- 


- may- the-calling .bee' as well reformed, as 


the perſon regenerated. Biſhops thavegover= 
ned the Church for fiviteene hundred yeares 
without anterruption,and norman wil fay, but 
that' God hath faved ſqules in all thoſe. times 


under - 


(3) * 

under their government.- Let them be. reduced ac-- 
cerding to the uſage of antient churches 1n the beſt - 
times, fo reſtrained as they may not be able hercaf- - 
ter ro ſhamethe calling. 1love not thoſe that hate 
tobe reformed,and doe therefore thinke them wor- 
thy:ofthe more ſtri&,the more cloſe reformation, 
 Wehaveoften complained;that Bifhops are too - 
abſolate,too ſingular. Although Cathedrall Chur- 
ches are now for the moſt part but receptacles of 
Droanes and Nonrelidents , yet ſome good men 
may be found or placed there to be aſſeſſors with the 
Biſhops;to affiſt them in ations of moment,incau- 
ſes of importance;rhere is maintenance already pro- 
vided for them. It either in Biſhopricks, or Cathe- 
dra! Churches there be much,ſom may be pared off, - 
to relieve them that have too little. It yet more may 
be ſpared, it may be imployed to the ſettingup ofa 
preaching Miniſtery through the whole Kingdome, - 
And ufitil this be done,although weare Chriſtians, 
yet we are not a Chriſtian State. There are ſome” 
places inEregland that are not in Chriſtendome,the 
people-are ſo ignorant, they live {0 without God in - 
the world, for which Parliamentsarcto anſwer both 
to Godand Man. Let us look to 1t, for it lyes like 

One of the burdens ofthe Prophet Eſay, heavie aud | 
flat upon Parliaments, wy 

 'T have often feriouſly confidered with my ſelfe, 

-what ſtrong concurrent motives & cauſes did meet 
together in that time, when -Abbeys and Monfte- 
ries were overthrowne. - Certainly Gods hand wag 
- thegreateſt;for he was moſt offended. The prophane 

ſuperſtitions, the abhominable idolatries, the filthy 
Y A. 'Þ nefandous 
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(4) 
nefandous wickedneſſe of their lives did ſtincke 
in Gods noſtrils , did call downe for venge- 
ance , for reformation. A good party of reli- 
gious men were Zealous Inſtruments in that great 
worke ,-as likewiſe many covetous ambitions 
perſons , gaping for fat morſels, and did luſtily 
drive 1t ON. ? Re” 
- But, Mr. Hide,therewas a principall Parliamen- 
tary motive, which did facilitate the reſt : For jt 
was propounded in Parliament , that the acceſſion 
of Abbey lands would fo inrich the Crowne, as the 
people ſhould never be put to pay ſubſidies againe. 
This was plauſible both to Court and Countrey, 
Belides , with the over-plus there ſhould bee main-- 
taineda Rtandingarmy of fourty thouſand mentor a 
perpetuall defence of the Kingdome. This was ſafety 
at home,terror and honour abroad: the Parliament 
would make all ſure. kk T | 
Gods paitt ; religion,by his bleſſing hath bin rea- 
ſon#bly well preſerved ;but ir hath beene ſaved as by 
fire: for the reſt is conſumed and vaniſhed: the peo- 
Ple have payed ſubſidies ever fince, and wee are now 
in no very good caſe to'pay an Army. ah 
Let us beware, M. Hyde,that we do not look with 
a worldly, carnall, evill eye upon Church lands,ler 
us cleare our ſight,ſearch our hearts , that wee may 
have unmixt and' fincere ends, without, the leaſt 
thought of ſaving our owne purſes : Church? lands 
will {till be fitteſt to m1intatne Church men , by a 
propnortionable and orderly diſtribution, : + 
Weearevery ſtri&t and curions 'to uphold-our 
own propriety, and rherc is great reaſon 40r It z th 
tne 


(5) 
the Cleargy only a fort of men who have no propri- 
cty at all in that which 1s called theirs ? I am ſure 
they are Engliſhmen, they arc ſubje&s. 

If we pull do:vne Biſhopricks, and pull doivne 
Cathedrall Chnrches, in a ſhort time we muſt bee 
forcd to pull downe Colledges too; for Schollers 
will live and dye there as in Cells, if there be nor 
conſiderable preferment tp invitethem abroad. Ang 
the example we are miking now , will bean caſte 
temptation to the leſle-preſſing neceſſities of future 
t1mes. 

This is the next way to bring in Birbariſme , to 
make the Cleargy an unlearned contemptible vo- 
cation, not to be deſired but by the baſeſt of the 
people; and then where ſhall we find men able to 
convince an adverſary ? 

A Cleargy man ought to have a far greater pro- 
portiOnto liveupon , then any other man of an e- 
quall condition, He not bred to. multiply three- 
pences, it becomes him not to live mechanically , 
and ſordidly :he muſt be given to hoſpitality, I doe 
know my ſelfe a Cleargy-man, no dignitary, whoſe 
Bookes have coff him a thonſand pounds , which 
when he dyes , may be worthto his wife and chil- 
dren, about two hundred. 

It will be a ſhametull reproach to ſo flouriſhing a 
Kingdome as this , to have a poore beggerly Clear- 
gy.For my part,I think nothing too much,nothing 
tO0 good far a good Miniſter, a good Cleargyman, 
They ought leaſt to want, who beſt know how to a- 
bound, Burning and ſhining lights doe well deſerve 


to be {et in-g20d Candle-ſtickes, 
s NN | Es 2 Maſter 


- forpurging and maintaining Religion, 
as any man whatſoever; but I pro- = 
tefle, I am not for innovati- = 
-- Ooty demolition, nor / 
'_ _- -@bouitions © 


- * | Maſter:Hyde, Tam as much for reformation, . 
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